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Progress as Promised
on Commuter Rail

TRANSIT UPDATE
Passenger Rail
SBCAG has continued working with the California State
Transportation Agency, the LOSSAN Rail Agency (which
manages the Pacific Surfliner service), Senator HannahBeth Jackson, and other partners to lay the groundwork
for new peak hour Pacific Surfliner rail service between
Ventura and Santa Barbara counties. After significant
planning and coordination, a major Surfliner schedule
revision was implemented in October 2017, which set
up the operating conditions for the April 2018 schedule
change that shifted the first morning northbound train
to a peak hour arrival at Santa Barbara and Goleta
stations. This new service is attracting well over 100 daily
commuters who live in Ventura County and commute to
jobs in south Santa Barbara County.
Implementing peak hour rail service is a fundamental part
of the SBCAG 101-in-Motion “Lane and a Train” strategy
to address chronic traffic congestion on US 101 between
Ventura and Santa Barbara counties. The $25 million
available in the Measure A South County Rail Program
has been instrumental in SBCAG staff’s ability to develop,
evaluate, and implement service and infrastructure
options that would not be possible without local
financial support.
In 2018 SBCAG’s rail staff will work closely with LOSSAN
to develop and submit a $198 million grant application
for major rail infrastructure improvements in Ventura
and Santa Barbara counties that will result in significant
additional capacity as well as one additional Pacific
Surfliner round trip expected to be initiated before the
end of 2019. More info at www.trafficsolutions.org/Train/videos

CLEAN MACHINES FOR MTD
Measure A Will Provide Local Match for New
Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District Buses
The Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District (MTD) will apply Measure
A South Coast Transit Capital Program funds as a portion of the $2.99
million local match to a $5.68 million Federal Transit Administration Section 5339(b)
discretionary grant awarded to MTD for bus replacements. The Section 5339(b) Buses and
Bus Facilities Program is a nationwide competition for limited funding, and MTD’s access to Measure A
funds for the required local match was an important element of its successful application. The project
will replace 14 diesel buses that are 20 years old, well beyond their useful life by federal standards. In
a testament to the efficient and cost-effective MTD service, MTD typically operates buses well beyond
Federal expectations. The new 40-foot buses will comprise 10 clean diesel and 4 electric buses.
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SAFETY ON HIGHWAY 246
Completion of Highway 246 Passing Lanes Project
The Highway 246 Passing Lanes project was completed
in May 2018. This project on rural Highway 246, between
the Lompoc Valley and Buellton, has now delivered key
operational and safety improvements to the traveling public.
This highway serves a number of diverse users, such as
commuters and agricultural operators, including a continued
growth of the wine industry in the Santa Rita Valley. Highway
246 also serves as the gateway from Highway 101 to
Vandenberg Air Force Base.
20 million dollars in Measure A funding was used to fund all
the capital components of the Highway 246 Passing Lanes
project including right of way and construction. SBCAG
worked in partnership with Caltrans using state funds to have
Caltrans design and manage the construction. The project
included the following components:

•
•

Eastbound and Westbound Passing Lanes.

•
•

Improved drainage culverts and habitat crossings.

•
•

Lowering the grade at Tularosa Road to improve sight
distance.
Improved turning lanes onto both public roads and
private driveways.
Widened roadway shoulders.
High-reflectivity pavement markings to improve
nighttime visibility.

Completion of these improvements is associated with the first phase of operational and safety improvements for
Highway 246. A second phase to the west is proposed which will also add passing lanes and safety improvements.
The timing in the future of this second phase will be revisited beginning summer of 2018 as SBCAG initiates work on
an update to its plan for implementation of all Measure A funded projects. Though the primary construction work
on this first phase is complete, on-going work will continue in late 2018 and into 2019 for installation of mitigation
landscaping, primarily oaks to account for and replace trees removed during the construction. This work will be
monitored and maintained to ensure viability of the trees and other mitigation plantings over the next few years.

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT
Santa Claus Lane Bikeway
The Santa Claus Lane Bikeway will complete a gap in the
California Coastal Trail by providing a direct 0.6 mile connection
between Santa Claus Lane and Carpinteria Avenue. This project,
long supported by the City of Carpinteria, the County of Santa
Barbara, and the California Coastal Commission, has made recent
progress through the environmental phase and is looking to
complete design and permitting in 2019. The project is part of
the Highway 101 HOV Multimodal Corridor for which SBCAG and
Caltrans have received construction funding under SB1.
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PROJECT UPDATES

Santa Barbara U.S. 101 HOV Multimodal Corridor
Thanks to new transportation funding from the SB1
state gas tax signed into law by Governor Brown last
year, the California Transportation Commission now
has transportation funding available to accelerate
construction of the US 101 HOV Widening Project.
SBCAG and Caltrans are slated to receive more than
$400 million in state transportation grant funds to
continue the forward momentum from the bridge
construction work currently underway in Carpinteria.
These new state transportation grants will provide
the funding necessary to complete the next three
segments of the 101 widening from Carpinteria north
through the Sheffield interchange in Montecito.
Santa Barbara County voters approved Measure A
in 2008 to raise the local sales tax to fund regional
transportation projects. Local Measure A funds are
combined with additional state and federal funding

to fully fund highway projects like the US 101 HOV
Widening in south Santa Barbara County. Measure A
provides $140 million in locally controlled transportation
funding that, combined with additional state or federal
funding, will fund the remaining ten-mile segment of
the US 101 between Santa Barbara and Carpinteria.
Santa Barbara County taxpayers voted to use local
Measure A transportation sales tax funds to attract
additional state funding for SBCAG’s highest regional
transportation priority – constructing new peak hour
carpool lanes on the 101 freeway in south Santa
Barbara County. The new state gas tax is delivering
increased transportation revenue through the
California Transportation Commission to assist SBCAG
& Caltrans by accelerating construction of the US 101
HOV project to reduce traffic congestion and improve
mobility for local residents and visitors in our region.
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1 Milpas—

Cabrillo Hot Springs
Completed 2012
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2 Mussel Shoals—

Carpinteria Creek
Completed 2015

3 Linden-Casitas

Interchanges

Construction began 2016

4 101 HOV
Construction begins
in 2018/19

Role of Citizens Oversight Committee
The use of Measure A funds is completely transparent to the public and actively monitored for compliance with
the Measure A Ordinance and Investment Plan. To provide public accountability, Measure A has its own Citizens
Oversight Committee, established in 2009. The Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee helps to ensure public
accountability regarding the expenditure of funds and assists SBCAG in ensuring that all provisions, requirements
and voter mandates specified in the Investment Plan and Ordinance are properly carried out. The committee
meets during the year to discuss projects funded by Measure A and annually submits a compliance letter to the
SBCAG Board after reviewing the Measure A audits.
The committee comprises eleven members: four representing the North County, four representing the South
Coast, and three at-large members. The current chair is Mark Cheli (North County), and the current vice chair is
Hamid Bahadori (at-large). Together with SBCAG, the Citizens Oversight Committee keeps Measure A on-track to
deliver all the voter-approved projects.

Santa Barbara County Road Repair
Senate Bill 1, the Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017, was signed into
law on April 28, 2017. This legislative package invests $12 million a year to
improve Santa Barbara County road , highway and bridge conditions, improve
traffic safety, enhance pedestrian and bicycle facilities, improve public transit,
and relieve traffic congestion. This new funding for each community from the
gas tax will enable Santa Barbara County to address signiﬁcant maintenance,
rehabilitation and safety needs on our local street and road system.

What does SB1 Mean for Santa Barbara County?
SB1 will allocate $1,000 per
Santa Barbara County resident in
new road improvements.

Santa Barbara County residents will
pay an average $0.13/day under SB1.

How does SB1 Relate to Measure A?
The 101 “Lane and a Train” are funded with SB1 and Measure A funds. Measure
A is leveraging SB1 funds as promised to Santa Barbara County voters to reduce
traffic congestion by investing in technology and other infrastructure that is proven
to improve the existing transportation network.
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ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION
Specialized Transit/CTSA service
Some of Measure A’s most needed transit operating programs
are the Specialized Transit for Elderly and Disabled programs.
There are two separate programs, one for the South Coast and
one for the North County. Each program is run by its respective
Consolidated Transportation Service Agency (CTSA). A CTSA
is a social service transportation provider that was designated
under AB 120 in an effort to coordinate service and improve the
quality of services to low mobility groups, such as seniors and the disabled. The SBCAG region has two CTSA’s:
Easy Lift Transportation on the South Coast and SMOOTH in the North County.
Easy Lift uses Measure A funding for their flagship Dial-A-Ride program. The Dial-A-Ride program serves South
Coast residents who qualify for specialized transit under the Americans with Disabilities Act, meaning they are
physically or cognitively unable to use Metropolitan Transit District services. Registered passengers are able to
travel through south Santa Barbara County from Winchester Canyon in Goleta to Carpinteria, and pay only $3.50
for each one-way ride.
SMOOTH provides Dial-A-Ride services to seniors living in
Santa Maria and Orcutt. Trips cost only $2 (per one-way ride to
the passenger. SMOOTH funding is composed of Measure A
funding, state funds, and community donations. While many
passengers are frail or disabled, the only eligibility
requirement to utilize SMOOTH services is being over 60
years of age and having a transportation need. SMOOTH is
an invaluable transportation service to the senior community
in Santa Maria. Passenger surveys indicate that 66% of DialA-Ride users are over 75 years old; 34% have incomes of less
than $1,500 per month; 27% state that they have no other means of transportation available to them; and 91%
state that Dial-A-Ride services allow them to remain safe and independent in their own homes.

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT
Union Valley Parkway Interchange Art Project
A long awaited celebration was held in November 2017 to
commemorate the talented young local artists that contributed
designs that were transformed into tile mosaics that became
an integral part of the Highway 101/Union Valley Parkway
Interchange. The UVP Interchange project was completed in
2015 and provided a much needed connection to Highway
101 in Orcutt to relieve congestion at adjacent interchanges.
The project included four “towers” in each quadrant of the
overcrossing structure and each face of the tower was designed
to include a tile mosaic. A project team was composed of staff
from Caltrans, the County of Santa Barbara, SBCAG and the
Orcutt Children’s Art Foundation, who worked with art teachers and high school students from Righetti, St.
Joseph’s and Orcutt Academy. The tile mosaics were designed to depict notable events, periods or places
in Orcutt history from the past and present under the theme “Preserving Our Heritage - the story of Orcutt,
California.” This proud achievement and the student artists were celebrated in a commemorative event held
on November 27, 2017 at the project site. SBCAG partnered with Caltrans to complete the interchange using
Measure A and state dollars.
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FISCAL
Santa Barbara County Local Transportation Authority
REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES • JULY 1, 2016 TO JUNE 30, 2017

REVENUES

(UNAUDITED, INCLUDES CARRYOVER)

Carryover Revenue from FY 15/16
Sales Tax
Earnings on Interest

TOTAL REVENUES

EXPENDITURES

County Auditor & State Board of Equalization
SBCAG Administration 1%
Project/Program Advocacy & Support

Highway 101 Widening Subprogram
North County Subprogram

Local Street and Transportation Improvement
Hwy 101/Union Valley Parkway Interchange
Union Valley Parkway Phase III
Hwy 101/Santa Maria River Bridge
Hwy 101/135 (Broadway) Interchange
Hwy 101/Betteravia Interchange
Hwy 101/McCoy Interchange
Hwy 246 Passing Lanes
Hwy 246 Santa Ynez River Bridge
Hwy 166 Safety Improvements
Solvang Circulation Improvements
Buellton Circulation Improvements
Buellton Sidewalk & Streetscape
Guadalupe Circulation Improvements
Specialized Transit, Seniors-Disabled
Safe Routes to School, Bicycle & Pedestrian Program
Carpool & Vanpool Program
Interregional Transit

South Coast Subprogram

Local Street and Transportation Improvement
South Coast Transit Operations Program
South Coast Transit Capital Program
Safe Routes to School Program
Bicycle & Pedestrian Program
Interregional Transit
Specialized Transit, Seniors-Disabled
Carpool & Vanpool Program
Commuter/Passenger Rail
Carpinteria Circulation Improvements
Goleta Overpass Improvements
Cabrillo Underpass

$30,176,066
$37,497,468
$200,008

$67,873,543
$438,330
$376,934
$40,000
$4,118,547
$11,953,980
$52,927
$0
$92,510
$5,754
$1,148
$5,754
$9,252,143
$4,592
$162,760
$0
$0
$250,000
$0
$159,526
$5,000
$52,250
$834,355
$9,551,323
$2,041,487
$2,332,524
$126,987
$130,565
$1,108,840
$210,415
$101,718
$60,455
$0
$4,025
$0

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

$43,474,858

FUND BALANCE, END OF PERIOD

$24,398,685

UPCOMING
PROJECT SCHEDULES
& MAJOR MILESTONES
Santa Barbara U.S. 101
HOV Multimodal Corridor

Completion of Linden-Casitas
Interchanges

Black Road/Highway 166

Completion of Environmental
Clearance

Santa Maria Open Streets
Coming in Spring of 2019
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PUBLIC HEALTH & TRANSPORTATION
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SBCAG BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Director Michael Bennett
Chair, City of Goleta

Director Joan Hartmann

Vice Chair, 3rd District Supervisor

Director Das Williams
1st District Supervisor

Director Janet Wolf

2nd District Supervisor

Director Peter Adam
4th District Supervisor

Director Steve Lavagnino
5th District Supervisor

Director Alice Patino
City of Santa Maria

Director Holly Sierra
City of Buellton

Director Al Clark
City of Carpinteria

Director Jim Richardson
City of Solvang

Director John Lizalde
City of Guadalupe

Director James Mosby
City of Lompoc

Director Cathy Murillo
City of Santa Barbara
Ex-Officio Member

Tim Gubbins

Director, Caltrans District 5
Executive Director

Marjie Kirn

Agency Counsel / County Counsel

Rachel Van Mullem

Traffic Solutions Supports Health and Wellness
through Active Transportation
SBCAG Traffic Solutions designs and implements commuter programs to
serve local businesses, employees, and residents in Santa Barbara County.
Measure A provides a critical funding source for these important transit,
carpool, vanpool, bike, and pedestrian focused programs.
While Traffic Solutions’ scope of work covers many modes of commuting,
2017 was an especially exciting year for their active transportation
programs on the South Coast. Biking
and walking got a boost in April at the
first Carpinteria Open Streets and bike
commuting soared during Bike to Work
Challenges in May. These events were
part of the larger CycleMAYnia effort,
which is funded by a Measure A grant
as well as local sponsorships.
Open Streets, also known by the name Ciclovía, is an international
movement that Traffic Solutions helped launch in Santa Barbara County.
The goal of Open Streets is to improve air quality, public health, and
bicycling access by transforming streets into a car-free environment for a
day. In 2017 over 5,000 people
attended the Carpinteria event,
which spanned one mile of
downtown streets and had 80
fitness activities organized by
the community. People of all
ages and abilities were able
to move safely and freely by
bicycle, skateboard, scooter,
wheelchair, walking, etc.
Also new in 2017, Traffic Solutions hosted an Employer Bike to Work
Challenge and the SB vs. SLO All Star Challenge, an inter-county
competition coordinated with SLOCOG’s Regional Rideshare. The
challenges inspired employees to bike to work, meetings, and lunches
instead of driving. In one week participants on the South Coast replaced
their car trips with 2,160 bike trips totaling 9,424 miles. Additionally, Santa
Barbara County teams prevailed over San Luis Obispo County competitors.
With Measure A, Traffic Solutions continues its work to reduce traffic
congestion, keeping our community active and our air clean.

To learn more about Measure A, visit www.measurea.net
For questions about this report, contact:

Marjie Kirn,
Executive Director

by telephone at (805) 961-8908
or by email Mkirn@sbcag.org

260 N. San Antonio Rd, Suite B • Santa Barbara, CA 93110
Phone: 805-961-8900 • Fax: 805-961-8901
E-mail: info@sbcag.org • Online: www.sbcag.org

