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Santa Maria Open Streets Makes its Debut 

FEATURE STORY 

On March 31, 2019 the inaugural Santa Maria Open Streets made its debut. The event is organized by Traffic 
Solutions, a division of the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG) with financial support from 
Measure A along with sponsorships and in-kind donations from private businesses, local non-profits, Santa Barbara 
County and City of Santa Maria. The event brought participation of more than 200 organizations, activities, and 
performances and approximately 20,000 attendees that exceeded original estimates. The event closed one mile 
of the City of Santa Maria’s Main Street from Broadway to Blosser to traffic, breathing life into the area and giving 
local businesses an opportunity to showcase themselves and to celebrate Cesar Chavez Day.  

The mission for Open Streets initiatives in Santa Barbara 
County is to promote public health, physical fitness, and 
community engagement. Organizers temporarily close 
streets to traffic to create a safe, car-free public space 
that inspires individuals, families and friends to get out 
and explore, try new fitness activities, and walk, bike or 
take a bus. 

In Santa Barbara County, Open Streets events have taken 
place in Santa Barbara, Carpinteria, Lompoc, Guadalupe 
and Santa Maria. Some events are organized by SBCAG 
Traffic Solutions with help from a non-profit partner 
such as COAST or SBBIKE, while others are hosted by 
a local non-profit with financial support from a Measure 
A rideshare grant. In 2020, Traffic Solutions will support four events: Santa Maria Open Streets on March 29, 
CycleMAYnia’s Celebrate State in Downtown Santa Barbara on May 7–10, Guadalupe Open Streets/Fiestas Patrias 
Parade on September 13, and Buellton Open Streets on Avenue of the Flags on October 4. 

Supervisor Joan Hartmann addresses the crowd at the main stage

Open Streets volunteer crew gather at early morning pre-event

2020 OPEN STREETS EVENTS

MARCH 29 
Santa Maria Open Streets
MAY 7–10 
CycleMAYnia’s Celebrate State in Downtown Santa Barbara
SEPTEMBER 13 
Guadalupe Open Streets/Fiestas Patrias Parade
OCTOBER 4 
Buellton Open Streets on Avenue of the Flags
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Final Stretch for Highway 101: Linden and Casitas Pass

HIGHWAY 101 PROJECT UPDATE

The Highway 101: Linden and Casitas Pass project is 
in its final stretch of construction. Even with delays 
from the Thomas Fire and rains, the community will 
be driving, walking, and biking on new features in 
2020. The $60 million construction project is phased 
to keep roadways open during daytime hours and 
minimize impacts to neighbors and commuters.

SBCAG in partnership with Caltrans is committed to 
complete funding for the entire Highway 101: Santa 
Barbara to Carpinteria project to deliver on the 
promise of Measure A to improve safety and reduce 
traffic congestion.

The Linden and Casitas Pass Project is a mix of local circulation improvements and key bridge replacements that 
prepare for the future Highway 101 widening. The roadway extensions, bike lanes, and sidewalk improvements will 
make it easier for residents to use local streets for in-town trips. The longer overcrossings, new bridges, and safer 
on and off-ramp connections all prepare for the future addition of a carpool lane on Highway 101.

In March 2020, Santa Barbara county will host a regular meeting of the California Transportation Commission. 
Commissioners, state transportation leaders, local elected officials and the Carpinteria community will be invited 
to a ribbon-cutting of the Linden and Casitas Pass Project and a groundbreaking of Highway 101: Carpinteria 
project that will add a carpool lane in each direction. The commission is responsible for awarding funds for the 

construction of highway, passenger rail, transit and 
active transportation improvements throughout 
California. Most notably, in Santa Barbara county, 
SBCAG was successful in securing $184 million of 
Senate Bill 1 funding from the California Transportation 
Commission for the Highway 101 project in 2018.

Two and a half miles remain to be funded between 
Santa Barbara and Montecito. SBCAG will be applying 
for the second cycle of State Senate Bill 1 funding in 
2020 to complete the corridor. The public can stay 
informed on the progress by signing up to receive 
updates at www.sbroads.com.  

Cyclists take the inaugural ride on the new Carpinteria Creek Bike Path

Construction of new soundwalls along Highway 101, a feature of the 
Linden and Casitas Pass project

4A (construction completion 2023)
4B (construction completion 2025)
4C (construction completion 2025)
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Local Improvements for Betteravia Road/Highway 101 Interchange - Completed

Fairview Avenue Sidewalk Infill Project - Completed

Highway 246 and Sycamore Road Safe Routes to School 
Improvement Project - Groundbreaking

PROJECTS AT-A-GLANCE

In November of 2019 the City of Santa Maria 
celebrated the completion of the Betteravia Road/
Highway 101 interchange traffic flow improvements 
project. The $900,000 project was funded by local 
Measure A funds and Federal Surface Transportation 
Program monies to make several safety and 
efficiency improvements. 

Locally known as the gateway to Santa Maria, 
the project relieves traffic congestion, minimizes 
delays, and improves flow at the northbound on-
ramp and southbound off-ramp. The City of Santa 
Maria contracted with Granite Construction for the 
completion of the project. At the City’s celebration 
was City Manager Jason Stilwell, City Council 

members Etta Waterfield and Mike Cordero, SBCAG Executive Director Marjie Kirn, Measure A Citizens Oversight 
Committee Members Mark Cheli and Laurie Tamura, Santa Maria public works team Kevin McCune and Eric 
Riddiough, Caltrans, California Highway Patrol, Santa Maria Chamber of Commerce and the project team.

In August of 2019, the City of Goleta cut-the-ribbon 
for the Fairview Avenue Sidewalk Infill Project. The 
project funded by local Measure A funds provides 
important transportation safety features such as a 
pedestrian crosswalk, bike lane, connecting sidewalks 
and widening the road to add an additional lane. 
Additionally, the project provides safer access to 
local schools, the Goleta Valley Library, and nearby 
neighborhoods.

Mulch was shoveled and the City of Buellton successfully 
kicked-off the start of a long-awaited safe routes to school 
improvement project at the intersection of Highway 246 and 
Sycamore Road. The $750,000 project brought together the 
City of Buellton, SBCAG, and Caltrans after nearly a decade 
of effort to improve the key intersection for parents and 
children walking to access a school in the neighborhood 
north of the highway or a park south of the highway. Funding 
was made possible through the highly competitive Caltrans 
Active Transportation Program as well as Measure A’s North 
County Safe Routes to School Program. The project serves 
as an example of how Measure A has helped to leverage 
competitive State resources for local cities to be able to 

move forward on priority projects. Buellton City Manager Scott Wolfe remarked, “None of this happens with any 
one person or one group that takes charge. It all has to do with creating effective partnerships.”

BEFORE AFTER

City of Santa Maria leaders and regional partners celebrate the completion 
of the Betteravia Road/Highway 101 Interchange Improvement Project

City of Buellton celebrates with regional and State leaders the 
groundbreaking of a new Safe Routes to School improvement project



Appointment of 
Citizens Oversight 
Committee 

First Measure A 
sales tax receipts 
received.

Awarded $184 million in Senate Bill 1,  
Cycle 1 funding from the California 
Transportation Commission for Highway 
101 Carpinteria to Montecito project 

New peak hour Amtrak Pacific Surfliner rail service 
between Ventura and Santa Barbara counties.  

Ribbon cutting celebrating the completion of 
Phase 1 for Highway 246 Passing Lanes  

Construction completed for a new sidewalk project 
on Alisal Road in the City of Solvang

Installation completed of a new mid-block 
crosswalk with rapid flashing beacon on Mission 
Drive in the City of Solvang

Ribbon Cutting (right) celebrating  completion of 
San Jose Creek Bike Path, North Segment

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  Ribbon Cutting celebrating the completion of the Betteravia 
Road/Highway 101 interchange traffic flow improvement project in 
the City of Santa Maria

•  Ribbon Cutting 
(right) celebrating 
Fairview Avenue 
sidewalk infill 
project to provide 
safer access to 
schools, library and 
neighborhoods in 
the City of Goleta

•  Groundbreaking of Highway 246 and Sycamore Road Safe 
Route to School improvement project in the City of Buellton 

•  Started construction on City of Santa Barbara’s Old Coast 
Highway Sidewalk and North La Cumbre Road Sidewalk and 
Pedestrian Safety Improvements

Measure A, transportation sales tax, was 
approved by 79% of Santa Barbara County 
voters. The measure is estimated to 
provide more than $1 billion of local sales 
tax revenues for transportation projects in 
Santa Barbara County over 30 years.

Construction completed for 
reconstruction & drainage 
improvements on Alnor Alley  
in the City of Solvang  

2008

2009

2010

2013

2014

2015

2017

2018 2019

Ribbon Cutting celebrating 
the completion of the Union 
Valley Parkway Interchange 
a new connection between 
Orcutt and the Santa Maria 
airport area.

Construction 
completed for 
Highway 166 
Cuyama Safety 
Improvements 
that widened 
shoulders for 
school bus  
pull outs   

Three new Clean Air Express buses purchased in 
partnership with the City of Santa Maria 

Ribbon Cutting celebrating the 
completion of the Santa Maria River 
Bridge widening project that added a 
new bike lane for cyclists. 

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF MEASURE A

Measure A is a local transportation 
sales tax measure that was approved 
by 79% of Santa Barbara County voters 
in November 2008. The last decade 
is marked by Measure A leveraging 
resources to relieve traffic congestion 
and improve safety on Highway 101. 
Even more, Measure A has delivered on 
high priority transportation programs 
and projects for Santa Barbara County’s 
North and South Coast regions to address 
local street improvements such as 
pothole repairs and synchronized traffic 
signals, increase senior and disabled 
accessibility to public transit, build safer 
walking and bike routes to schools and 
provide increased opportunities for 
carpool and vanpool programs. 

More information on Measure A programs and projects can be found at www.measurea.net 
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Commuters Find Their Match with Early Morning Pacific Surfliner Train 

TRAFFIC SOLUTIONS

April 2019 marked the one-year 
anniversary of a new passenger 
rail service for commuters living 
in Ventura County and working in 
southern Santa Barbara County. 
The new service has helped to 
deliver on the promises of Measure 
A by providing commuters an 
alternative to driving in peak hour 
congestion on Highway 101.  

With an eye toward the next 
year of rail service, regional 
transportation organizations came 
together to assess commuters’ 
experiences to learn what is 
working and what is not working 
with the new train service. SBCAG 
partnered with LOSSAN (the rail 
agency that manages the Pacific 
Surfliner service), Ventura County 
Transportation Commission, 
Santa Barbara Metropolitan 
Transit District and south Santa Barbara County 
Chamber of Commerce organizations to conduct a 
survey of commuters from regular train riders to non-
riders. Results were used to inform communication 
and outreach strategies to increase ridership and to 
provide feedback to LOSSAN for future improvements 
to the service.  

Utilizing the feedback from the survey, Traffic 
Solutions, a division of SBCAG, launched successful 
Lunch and Learn outreach events at the Santa 
Barbara and Goleta train stations for commuters to 
meet and talk with staff face-to-face and sign up for 
10-ride passes to try a new commute, continued 
Ridership Appreciation Days to meet with new 

riders and thank regular riders with 
a free Pacific Surfliner Café Cart 
breakfast, developed educational 
materials such as Top Ten Train Tips 
for riders to feel more confident on 
the Amtrak Pacific Surfliner train, 
and advanced a digital advertising 
campaign that featured faces and 
stories of real riders. Overall, the 
efforts helped to reduce gaps 
of knowledge, identified by the 
survey, to better serve commuters 
using the new rail service.   

Recognizing that the early morning 
Amtrak Pacific Surfliner schedule 
does not work for everyone, those 
that found their match with the 
train remarked: “It is [a] great way 
to beat traffic and save on energy 
and gas,” “Great discounted 
monthly pass and great service,” 
“It’s very relaxing and a good way 

to have a pretty stress free commute,“ and “I have 
been pleased to avoid this traffic. I have found the time 
on the train useful for both rest and productivity.” 

Measure A, passed overwhelmingly by voters in 2008, 
includes a South Coast Subregion program to invest 
in the development, evaluation, and implementation 

of service and infrastructure 
improvements as well as 
commuter and passenger rail 
planning. $25 million is available 
through the South Coast Measure 
A funds to help SBCAG leverage 
support from the California State 
Transportation Agency, LOSSAN 
rail agency and regional partners 
along the Central Coast to improve 
rail service for commuters.

SBCAG’s Public Information officer Lauren 
Bianchi Klemann guides a tour of the Goleta 
station for prospecitve early train riders

A commuter utilizes one of the provided bike lockers

Employers in Santa Barbara 

County who wish to develop 

commuter programs can 

contact Traffic Solutions at 

(805) 963-7283 or  

info@trafficsolutions.org
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TRANSIT 

Short Range Transit Plan maps the future of Clean Air Express

Clean Air Express Rider Spotlight – Lorena Saldana

Transit riders know the benefits of incorporating public transit into a daily routine 
- making a difference in quality of life, the environment, traffic, and safety. SBCAG 
reached out to new Clean Air Express rider, Lorena Saldana, to get her perspective 
about why she chose to try the Clean Air Express. Lorena commutes to her workplace 
in Santa Barbara from Santa Maria. Check out what she had to say about using service:

 “Before I started using the Clean Air Express, my commute was not fun. I would 
start off my workday having already endured an hour plus of frustrating traffic only 
to realize I still have an entire eight-hour workday ahead of me, and the same 
frustrating hour plus drive home.”

 “I started using the Clean Air Express because driving that distance day in and day 
out is very draining, the cost of gas is far more than the cost of a bus pass, and my 
car was racking up miles incredibly fast.”

 “It’s been nice to not have to be 100% focused on the road during early morning hours when I’m still fighting off sleep. I like 
having an hour at the end of the day to focus on work or anything else I have to catch up on instead of gripping that steering 
wheel. It’s been great to make connections with other commuters who work near me and enjoy that commuter lifestyle.”  
 
Thank you, Lorena, for being a Clean Air Express customer. If you or someone you know commutes from Lompoc, Santa 
Maria, or the Santa Ynez Valley to Goleta or Santa Barbara; they can ride the Clean Air Express to work and put $500 
back in a pocket every month. To learn more about the service and how new customers can try the Clean Air Express for 
free, visit the Clean Air Express website at: www.cleanairexpress.com. 

In October 2019 the SBCAG Board of Directors 
approved the first Clean Air Express Short Range Transit 
Plan (SRTP) to plan transit service and operations into 
the future. Clean Air Express is recognized as the most 
productive and cost-effective commuter bus service in 
the country, serving commuters living in Lompoc, Santa 
Maria, and the Santa Ynez Valley and is celebrating its 
30th anniversary in 2020.

SBCAG began funding, managing, and operating the 
service in 2001, using surplus Measure D funds until 
Measure A was adopted in 2008.  Although Measure A 
includes dedicated funding for the Clean Air Express, 
like all Measure A programs, this Measure funding is 
intended to leverage other state and federal funding 
resources.  To continue operating at current service 
levels, the Clean Air Express will require an estimated 
$700,000 annually over the remaining life of Measure 
A. Securing dedicated external funding was identified 
in the SRTP as the primary challenge facing the service, 
and in 2020, SBCAG is taking the steps necessary to 
qualify for federal funding. Leveraging Measure A to 

secure federal transit funding sources would not only 
eliminate the Clean Air Express funding shortfall and 
avoid service reductions in the next few years, but allow 
for service expansion to meet current market demands, 
including creating more service options for the Santa 
Ynez Valley and trips that would serve commuters who 
begin work between 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.

The Clean Air Express operates 26 one-way weekday 
trips, carrying 180,000 passengers and eliminating over 
ten million vehicle miles travelled annually.  Well over half 
the cost of the service is funded through passenger fares, 
among the best farebox recovery ratios in the nation.

Lorena Saldana shares why she 
chose to try the Clean Air Express



Page 8

Welcoming New Committee Members

Role of Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee

MEASURE A OVERSIGHT

SBCAG welcomed two new Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee members in 2019.
Christopher Lanchoney (top right) was selected to fill a “north county” member vacancy 
on the Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee when Tessi Martinez did not seek 
reappointment to serve an additional term. Lanchoney of Lompoc served more than 21 
years in the United States Air Force. He currently serves as a Launch Mission Integrator 
with ManTech International Corporation, supporting launch operations for the 2nd Space 
Launch Squadron on Vandenberg Airforce Base.

Christy Nordgren (bottom right) was selected to fill a vacancy of an “at-large” member of the 
Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee when David Lawrence resigned as he was moving 
out of the County and was unable to continue to attend meetings. Nordgren distinguished 
herself as a civic-minded resident with experience in local transportation issues that could 
balance the interests of the north and south regions of Santa Barbara County. She lives 
in Buellton and serves as a Middle School English Teacher and Athletic Director at Dunn 
School in Los Olivos. Nordgren is active on issues of safe bike and pedestrian routes, 
especially to schools, and local transportation infrastructure and repair projects that optimize 
economic, social, and cultural interests. She has a master’s degree in Education Leadership 
and Administration from California Polytechnic State University and a Bachelor of Applied Arts 
degree in Teaching Communication Arts/Literature from the University of Minnesota.

The use of Measure A funds is completely transparent to the public and actively monitored for compliance with 
the Measure A Ordinance and Investment Plan. To provide public accountability, Measure A has its own Citizens 
Oversight Committee, established in 2009. The Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee helps to ensure public 
accountability regarding the expenditure of funds and assists SBCAG in ensuring that all provisions, requirements 
and voter mandates specified in the Investment Plan and Ordinance are properly carried out. The committee meets 
during the year to discuss projects funded by Measure A and annually submits a compliance letter to the SBCAG 
Board after reviewing the Measure A audits.

 The committee is comprised of eleven members: four representing the North County, four representing the South 
Coast, and three at-large members. The 2019 Committee Chair is Mark Cheli (North County) and the Vice-Chair is 
Hamid Bahadori (at-large). Together with SBCAG, the Citizens Oversight Committee keeps Measure A on-track to 
deliver all the voter-approved projects.

At Large Members:  
Phillip Greene, Hamid Bahadori (Vice Chair), Christy Nordgren            

North County Members: 
Laurie Tamura, Christopher Lanchoney, Andy Caldwell, Mark Cheli (Chair)                         

South Coast Members:  
Alissa Hummer, Pat Saley, Mark Bradley, Dennis Story 

2019 Measure A 
Citizens Oversight 
Committee Members
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FISCAL PROFILE

Santa Barbara County Local Transportation Authority
REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES • JULY 1, 2018 TO JUNE 30, 2019 

(AUDITED, INCLUDES CARRYOVER)

REVENUES FY 2018-19 as of FY 18-19 (2008 $)**
Carryover Revenue - restated  $21,552,146 
Sales Tax   40,926,849  $319,561,012  
Earnings on Interest   418,815 1,357,942 

TOTAL REVENUES   $62,897,810  $320,918,954  

EXPENDITURES
County Auditor & State Board of Equalization   $423,890 $3,526,060 
SBCAG Administration 1%  413,417 3,208,026 
Project/Program Advocacy & Support 460,000 1,373,538 

Highway 101 Widening Subprogram  4,073,337 14,642,376 $140,000,000 

North County Subprogram
Local Street and Transportation Improvement  12,994,259 101,496,085 341,000,000 
Hwy 101/Union Valley Parkway Interchange  13,967 4,989,709 10,000,000 
Union Valley Parkway Phase III* 0 1,319,532 0
Hwy 101/Santa Maria River Bridge  0 7,836,397 10,000,000
Hwy 101/135 (Broadway) Interchange  5,792 43,938 10,000,000 
Hwy 101/Betteravia Interchange  1,156 8,767 2,000,000 
Hwy 101/McCoy Interchange  5,792 43,979 10,000,000 
Hwy 246 Passing Lanes***  1,762,82 22,725,309 20,000,000 
Hwy 246 Santa Ynez River Bridge  4,623 35,068 8,000,000 
Hwy 166 Safety Improvements  70,080 1,618,814 3,000,000 
Solvang Circulation Improvements  0 0 3,000,000
Buellton Circulation Improvements  0 619,530 3,000,000
Buellton Sidewalk & Streetscape* 0 250,000 0
Guadalupe Circulation Improvements  0 0 3,000,000
Specialized Transit, Seniors-Disabled  173,409 1,354,473 4,500,000 
Safe Routes to School, Bicycle & Pedestrian Program  26,500 422,146 3,000,000 
Carpool & Vanpool Program  121,183 616,751 2,000,000 
Interregional Transit  857,509 7,290,176 22,500,000 

South Coast Subprogram
Local Street and Transportation Improvement  10,385,560 81,104,961 272,700,000 
South Coast Transit Operations Program  2,216,100 17,324,596 58,000,000 
Safe Routes to School Program  268,492 2,523,342 13,000,000 
Bicycle & Pedestrian Program  196,955 2,648,247 13,000,000 
South Coast Transit Capital Program  477,972 7,174,543 27,000,000 
Interregional Transit  1,157,214 6,510,356 25,350,000 
Specialized Transit, Seniors-Disabled  228,727 1,786,550 6,000,000 
Carpool & Vanpool Program  91,672 1,181,589 7,000,000 
Commuter/Passenger Rail  368,645 1,118,681 25,000,000 
Carpinteria Circulation Improvements  0 0 1,000,000
Goleta Overpass Improvements  4,052 30,736 7,000,000  

TOTAL EXPENDITURES  $36,803,130 $294,824,274  

FUND BALANCE, END OF PERIOD   $26,094,680 $26,094,680 

Cumulative Investment Plan

* Projects added per amendments to Investment Plan.  **Funding amounts listed in 2008 dollars per the adopted Investment plan. 
***SBCAG Board of Directors approved use of Measure A North County regional cost savings to the Hwy 246 passing lanes project to account for additional costs 
associated with the project. Additionally, SBCAG anticipates a $2,000,000 reimbursement from Caltrans that will be reflected in the cumulative cost in future years.
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