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Public celebrates opening of Union Valley Parkway
On November 22, 2013, the U.S.
101/Union
Valley
Parkway
Interchange was completed after
just about a year of construction.
The project had originally been
conceived in the 1960’s as the
East-West Expressway. Measure
A and Measure D funds played a
vital role in allowing the completion
of the project in
phases with
Caltrans, the City of Santa Maria,
the County of Santa Barbara and
SBCAG each playing key roles.
The completion of the interchange
was the final piece to connecting
western Santa Maria Valley and
Orcutt to Highway 101.

Officials commemorate the opening of the U.S. 101
Union Valley Parkway Interchange.

Santa Maria River Bridge close to completion
In September 2013, a Class I bikeway was completed and opened to the public across
the Santa Maria River. This feature is an important part of the overall Santa Maria River
bridge widening project that will improve operations and safety at this key crossroads of
Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo counties. The project is scheduled for completion in
early 2014. The project has been funded by Measure A, Proposition 1B and other local
and federal sources. Around 60,000 vehicles per day cross this bridge.
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South Coast U.S. 101 Status Report
Phase 2 Complete in 2015

Phase 3 Interchanges to
begin in 2015

Significant progress has been made on
Phase 2 of the US 101 Widening strategy,
which will add six miles of HOV lanes in
each direction between Mussel Shoals (in
Ventura County) and Carpinteria. This
project is a partnership of SBCAG, Ventura
County Transportation Commission, and
Caltrans District 5 and 7. The project is
funded through Proposition 1B, the
Corridor Mobility Improvement program
approved by the voters of California in
2006. Most of the work in Santa Barbara
County has been completed as of the end
of 2013, but work in the Mussel Shoals and
La Conchita Area will continue through
2014.

Phase 3 of the US 101 Widening
Strategy, which will replace the Linden
Avenue and Casitas Pass Road
interchanges and extend a local
frontage road in Carpinteria, met some
significant milestones in 2013. Detailed
design and right of way are nearly
complete and permitting activities
continue. The $62 million project is
scheduled to start construction by
summer 2015. The project will clear the
way in the City of Carpinteria for the
next phase (Phase 4 U.S. 101 HOV
improvements) to be initiated.

Aerial rendering of U.S. 101 Linden
Avenue Interchange

Construction on U.S. 101 Phase 2
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Highway 246 Passing Lanes nearing construction
Caltrans is slated to begin construction
on the Highway 246 Passing Lanes
project in summer 2014. The project will
construct
improvements
between
Cebada Canyon Road and Hapgood
Road and consist of passing lanes in
each
direction,
turning
lanes,
intersection
improvements,
and
pavement
rehabilitation.
These
improvements represent a first phase of
operational and safety improvements to
be implemented on Highway 246 to be
entirely funded with Measure A dollars.
A second set of improvements on the
eastern end of the corridor between Hapgood Road and Santa Rosa Creek is planned in
the future.
The project will provide passing opportunities in both the westbound and eastbound
directions by constructing individual 1.4 mile long passing lanes. At Tularosa Road, the
highway profile will be lowered to improve visibility and ultimately safety for both drivers
on Highway 246 and those desiring to merge onto 246. The project also includes turning
lanes at a number of public and private driveways and drainage improvements. The
overall project is estimated to cost around $20 million.

Interregional transit helps relieve congestion on U.S. 101
Measure A provides a total of $47.85 million over 30 years for interregional transit
service within Santa Barbara County and between Santa Barbara County and adjacent
counties. The funds are administered through two programs, one for the North County
and one for the South Coast, each supporting the needs of the residents, commuters
and employers in their respective regions.
In 2013, South Coast Measure A Interregional Transit funds were used to fund SBCAG’s
share of the VISTA Coastal Express commuter bus service, which carries about 270,000
passengers annually. The Coastal Express primarily serves customers from Ventura
County commuting to Carpinteria, Santa Barbara, Goleta, and UCSB with trips during
peak hours north in the morning and south in the afternoon, operating 52 daily
bidirectional trips on weekdays and 19 on weekends. SBCAG and the Ventura County
Transportation Commission (VCTC) share equally in the net cost of the service.
Measure A South Coast Interregional Transit Program funds have allowed SBCAG to
begin developing plans to significantly increase service over the next several years to
help reduce traffic congestion in the U.S. 101 corridor. Additional commuter bus service
will be especially important over the next decade as the US 101 HOV project is under
construction between Carpinteria and Santa Barbara.
The Measure A North County Interregional Transit Program is the sole funding source for
the highly successful Clean Air Express commuter bus service. The Clean Air Express
serves residents of Lompoc, Santa Maria, and the Santa Ynez Valley with thirteen daily
commute-hour round trips and enjoys a farebox return that ranks among the highest in
the nation. Over 75% of the operating costs of the Clean Air Express are paid for by
passenger fares, which allows Measure A funds to be stretched further and enables
significant capital expenditures that maintain a high quality level of service for the
customer.
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Nearly $21 million for local transportation needs
Nearly $21 million in Measure A funding was allocated by SBCAG to local agencies on
the South Coast and North County in Fiscal Year 2012/13 for projects selected by city
councils and the county board of supervisors.
Funds for the two sub-regions are apportioned according to formulas that were
developed by elected officials and stakeholder groups from those sub-regions and
incorporated into the Measure A Investment Plan when it was approved by county
voters. Projects eligible for funding by cities and the County include pothole repairs,
landscape maintenance, safety improvements and storm damage repairs. Measure A
funds are also used by local agencies to match and leverage state and federal funding.
The local agencies are required by Measure A to spend a minimum percentage of their
funds on eligible alternative transportation projects such as bike lanes, sidewalks and
public transit. Santa Barbara MTD also directly receives funding tor transit operations
through the South Coast apportionment formula.
South Coast
Carpinteria
Goleta
Santa Barbara
County of SB
SBMTD
Subtotal

$671,143
$1,338,760
$3,243,154
$3,129,267
$1,795,238
$10,177,562

TOTAL

$20,672,203

North County
Buellton
Guadalupe
Lompoc
Santa Maria
Solvang
County of SB
Subtotal

$316,890
$416,332
$1,978,893
$4,548,630
$335,097
$2,898,799
$10,494,641

Projects selected for funding are required to be included in a Program of Projects,
adopted by the local agency’s policy board and SBCAG, after public hearings are
conducted. Only projects in a “POP” are eligible for Measure A funding. The “POP” is
available for viewing at www.measurea.net.

Program sets record for revenue collection
Since 1990, with the approval of the Measure D program, Santa Barbara County
residents have devoted a half-cent of their local sales tax to transportation. While
revenues have increased and decreased over time, FY 12-13 set the record of an alltime high for sales tax receipts of $33,020,369. As shown in this report, SBCAG and
partner agencies ensure that funds are meeting what voters approved with the renewal
of Measure A in 2010.
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Measure A making safer routes to schools
Over 50 projects have been approved for funding
since the beginning of Measure A through the North
County and South Coast Safe Routes to School and
Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Programs. One of
those projects was recently constructed and
completed in the unincorporated area of Santa
Barbara County. The Hope Avenue/Pueblo Road
Crosswalk Improvements project, completed in
February 2013, enhances the pedestrian crosswalk at
the Hope Avenue/Pueblo Avenue intersection by
adding curb ramps, curb extension and a pedestrian
activated flashing yellow beacon near Monte Vista Elementary School.

Santa Ynez Valley riders benefit from Measure A
Accessibility for Seniors and the Disabled is a high
priority for jurisdictions in Santa Ynez Valley. The
Cities of Buellton and Solvang and County of Santa
Barbara use a portion of their Local Measure A funds
to help ensure the residents and visitors to the Santa
Ynez Valley are able to travel safely and efficiently.
The Santa Ynez Valley Transit (SYVT) program offers
a demand-response service named Dial-A-Ride which
is open to seniors age 60 and older as well as ADAcertified patrons of any age. The Dial-A-Ride functions as the Valley’s ADA
complementary paratransit service. Service operates within ¾ of a mile of the two
established SYVT fixed-route alignments, and covers the communities of Solvang,
Buellton, Santa Ynez, Ballard, and Los Olivos. For more information, www.syvt.com.

U.S. 101 Town Hall Meeting in Paso Robles
Since 2010, SBCAG has partnered with the
five regional transportation agencies along
the U.S. 101 corridor between the L.A. and
Bay Areas to form the U.S. 101 Central
Coast Coalition. The five agencies include
the Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments, Council of San Benito County
Governments, San Luis Obispo Council of Governments, Transportation Agency for
Monterey County, and Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission.
The Coalition’s mission is to highlight the importance of U.S. 101 to the State and nation
and encourage public investment in the corridor’s transportation facilities. SBCAG and
the Coalition have hosted three Town Hall meetings with members of the California
Transportation Commission. The most recent Town Hall meeting was held in October
2013 with the importance of goods movements and rail improvements as the highlight of
the meeting.
The Coalition looks forward to continued collaboration with more
stakeholders in the near future. For more information, www.centralcoastcoalition.com.
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Santa Barbara County Local Transportation Authority
REVENUES and EXPENDITURES | July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013 (unaudited, includes carryover)
REVENUES
Carryover Revenue from FY 11/12
Sales Tax
Earnings on Interest

$13,333,118
$33,020,369
$55,111

TOTAL REVENUES

$46,408,598

EXPENDITURES
County Auditor & State Board of Equalization
SBCAG Administration 1%
Project \Program Advocacy & Support

$329,640
$330,715
$70,600

Highway 101 Widening Subprogram

$293,298

North County Subprogram
Local Street and Transportation Improvement
$10,494,641
Hwy 101/Union Valley Parkway Interchange
$2,424,544
Hwy 101/Santa Maria River Bridge
$3,776,769
Hwy 101/135 (Broadway) Interchange
$4,801
Hwy 101/Betteravia Interchange
$957
Hwy 101/McCoy Interchange
$4,801
Hwy 246 Passing Lanes
$9,787
Hwy 246 Santa Ynez River Bridge
$3,831
Hwy 166 Safety Improvements
$150,181
Solvang Circulation Improvements
$0
Buellton Circulation Improvements
$106,583
Guadalupe Circulation Improvements
$0
Specialized Transit, Seniors-Disabled
$140,052
Safe Routes to School, Bicycle & Pedestrian Program
$83,500
Carpool & Vanpool Program
$66,997
Interregional Transit
$481,360
South Coast Subprogram
Local Street and Transportation Improvement
Safe Routes to School Program
Bicycle & Pedestrian Program
South Coast Transit Capital Program
Interregional Transit
Specialized Transit, Seniors-Disabled
Carpool & Vanpool Program
Commuter/Passenger Rail
Carpinteria Circulation Improvements
Goleta Overpass Improvements

$10,177,564
$197,033
$309,609
$321,855
$364,017
$184,728
$166,353
$57,447
$0
$3,358

TOTAL EXPENDITURES
FUND BALANCE, END OF PERIOD

$30,555,023
$15,853,575

7

SBCAG Board of Directors
Director Roger S. Aceves, Chair
City of Goleta
Director Steve Lavagnino,
Vice Chair, 5th District Supervisor
Director Salud Carbajal
1st District Supervisor
Director Janet Wolf
2nd District Supervisor
Director Doreen Farr
3rd District Supervisor
Director Peter Adam
4th District Supervisor
Director Holly Sierra
City of Buellton
Director Al Clark,
City of Carpinteria
Director Frances Romero
City of Guadalupe

SBCAG leverages State funds
using Measure A
In 2006, voters of California approved the Highway Safety,
Traffic Reduction, Air Quality, and Port Security Bond Act that
will provide $20 billion in funding for transportation projects.
The bond act, also known as Proposition 1B, included a series
of programs aimed to fund and expedite major transportation
projects in our State. Santa Barbara County has received
millions of dollars from Proposition 1B to help deliver critical
transportation projects. More recently, SBCAG, as a county
with a local sales tax measure, has been able to leverage local
sales tax dollars to receive additional funds through the
Proposition 1B State Local Partnership Program. This
additional funding helped deliver the Union Valley Parkway and
Express way projects as well as five local agency projects for
the cities of Goleta, Lompoc, Santa Barbara and Santa Maria
and for the County of Santa Barbara.

Measure A funds CHP Enforcement on

Director John Linn
City of Lompoc

Highway 166

Director Helene Schneider
City of Santa Barbara

Funded as one of the Measure A
Safety and Operational Improvements,
SBCAG
launched
a
California
Highway Patrol enforcement program
over Memorial Day 2013.
The
program
provides
enhanced
enforcement patrols on Highway 166
from US 101 east to the Kern County line. This type of
program has proven successful in previous years through
Office of Traffic Safety grants and SBCAG approved a twoyear pilot project. An initial report in September 2013 showed
over 120 motorists had ben cited or issued verbal warnings
during three holiday weekends during the summer of 2013.

Director Alice Patino
City of Santa Maria
Director Jim Richardson
City of Solvang
Ex-Officio Member
Tim Gubbins
Director, Caltrans District 5
Executive Director
Jim Kemp
Agency Counsel \ County Counsel
William Dillon

Santa Barbara County
Association of Governments
260 N. San Antonio Road, Suite B
Santa Barbara, CA 93110
Phone: 805-961-8900
Fax:
805-961-8901
E-mail: info@sbcag.org
Online: www.sbcag.org

To learn more about Measure A,
visit www.measurea.net.
For questions about this report,
contact
Gregg
Hart,
Public
Information Officer by telephone at
(805) 961-8905 or by email
ghart@sbcag.org.
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